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Abstract

Mass bleaching of corals has been frequently occurred in Thailand. Environmental
stresses such as temperature, salinity, and solar radiation, are contributing factors to
bleaching of corals. In this study, effects of chronic salinity stress on corals were conducted
to determine whether how long corals could tolerate to the salinity changes. The results
from the chronic tests showed that experimented corals were first bleached and later had
tissues sloughed off when salinity levels reached either 26 or 34 psu. However, when
experimented corals were brought for a recovery, bleached corals were able to recover
100% while corals that had tissues sloughed off were not be able to recover.

Keywords: Bleaching, Staghorn coral, Salinity, Coral recovery
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